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Guests Lighting on Chanukah rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz

I. Introduction. 71oun is a time that people traditionally spend with
family and friends. It is very common for people to be invited to moun
parties or to somebody's house for 7oun naw. maw will usually have an
"off naw" on moun naw to allow the boys an opportunity to spend time
with their families. While this is a beautiful aspect of the holiday, many
halachik questions are raised by the fact that people spend an unusual
amount of time away from their normal residence on mun. In this
essay we will try to explore the various halachik sources relating to the
most common situations of people being away from their homes at the
time of lighting, and we will attempt to provide guidance for one who
finds himself in one of these situations.

II. One who is away from home and does not have somebody at
home to light for him. The (.o 77 naw) X3 records that when xr '

was single and learning in an out of town 72w he would pay a small
sum of money to his host in exchange for a small portion of the wicks
and oil used for 1oun 71, By doing this he would fulfill the mxn of 7oun
through the lighting of his host. It is clear form this xa: that one who
finds himself away from home on n>un should discharge his obligation
by sharing in the lighting of his host. Indeed, the 0 o»n nR) MW oW
('} °vo "van states explicitly that "a guest who has nobody lighting for
him at home is required to give a small amount of money to his host in
order to partake in the oil of the 7oun 21", There are many qualifications
and details about the transfer of oil that are outlined by the opow. We
will attempt to clarify these details to ensure that we may be aware of
the proper way to observe this n25.

1. Does money actually have to change hands?’ The x"awvn
(2"»pn o0 'R Pon vmawna) points out that the exchange of actual
money is not necessary. It is sufficient for the host to give
some oil and wicks to the guest through the means of a valid
form of pip. The 'vaow rxa ww 'x:ow wn o ,'R:a1"van X" explain
that it is not sufficient to merely say that he is giving some oil
to him as a gift, but he must actually perform an act of iy
(e.g. Mo pIp a1 1p). Some authorities, however, would
permit the transaction to take place without a formal act of
TIP (PP 922 AR W1 TAIWN 03 MY TIXDT 77 2™ P9 9RO PY).
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2. Does extra oil have to be added for the guest? The n"a

cites the opinion of the nmax that when the guest buys the oil
from the host, the host must add extra oil in order to help the
guest fulfill his mzn. The n"a and the o 79 both explain the
opinion of the a1 that we are required to add the oil so that
a passerby not think that the guest did nothing to contribute
to the lighting of the noun -1, When the passerby sees the
extra oil in the 7 he will immediately realize that the guest
partook in the lighting of the host. Based on this logic, n"a
suggests, the ngmax would not require one to add a half hour
worth of oil for the guest. It is sufficient to add a minimal
amount to make it recognizable to those who may pass by
that extra oil was used for the guest.

721 9r disagrees with the suggestion of the n"a that a minimal
amount of added oil is sufficient. After all, the na1 7% points
out, a passerby is not likely to notice a small amount of
added oil. Furthermore, the amount of oil that people use in
their maun vary greatly, and there is a high likelihood that the
passerby will attribute the extra oil to the whim of the n»an %va
and not to the contribution of the guest. Therefore, 7211 7%
suggests, that the amax would require that when lighting on
behalf of the guest, the host must add enough oil to burn for
an extra half hour. This is required because the host is in
effect lighting both for himself and for the guest. That being
the case he must have enough oil to burn for twice the
normal amount of time.

(@1 227 T90) K"whw aww awn 117 takes issue with the %R
m1's understanding of the amax. x"v>w Mavw 297 points out that
the reason one is obligated to use enough oil to burn for half
an hour is a very practical one. It was in that half hour
window of time that people are out in the streets and are able
to appreciate the moun 11, To add an extra half hour of oil that
would keep the 7mm lit during the time that people are
already in their homes. This would serve no practical purpose
and would not have any halachik benefit as the time for -z
moun has already passed.
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Regardless of how much oil must be added, the host should
declare explicitly that the extra oil is for the guest xa n"w )
(0"1 70 7" ARom.

Are there any circumstances that no formal i must be
done? (3"n 1°01"n ny7 MM n"w) X"wHw o 712w 217 suggests that in
most instances the obligation of the guest to purchase some
oil would not apply. The ,(x:1"van) o»na 75 ,("0:2"01 7"R) 277 v"w and
(3"n T9n73 33 omwnp) o7 nra all claim that one must only pay for
the oil if he also pays for all of the food that he eats and all of
his other necessities that are taken care of by the host. If,
however, one is provided with room and board free of charge,
we may assume that the host intends to help the guest fulfill
the mun of moun 11 without any transaction taking place.

. Is it preferable for the guest to light his own 7712»? The

(x:1"yan) 712 mwn suggests that the guest try to light his own
7 instead of trying to fulfill the mzn through the lighting of
the host. The logic for this stringency is that nowadays the
prevalent custom is for everybody in the house to light their
own 1 (and not to be xx» with the nsan Sva). Therefore, if
one were to pass by and see that there is no additional 7
for the guest they will assume that the guest did not light at
all.

R"0OW oW X" 1" quotes from S"sr prvenho MHn 217 Ao 210 that
perhaps one can argue that one should not light his own
candle when he is a guest at somebody else's house. The
logic for such a ruling is that the obligation to light 7oun 11 is
one that each person is obligated to do in his own home.
When a guest contributes to the lighting of the host, he
becomes part of the household of the host. If the guest lights
his own candle he is not fulfilling the obligation to light in his
own house. opn P12 IR 2PY2 I9021 277 712D D02 POV 207 IR 1AT?)
(720m M npoTn.

III. Guests who have somebody lighting at home for them. The
A0 A7 naw xmx records that after x+r 7 got married he would no longer

join in the lighting of his host when he was away for 7oun. Rather, he
would fulfill his obligation through his wife lighting for him at home.
We will now, 1"va, outline many of the details of this n3%n.
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1. May one who is on the road (and whose wife is lighting

for him at home) light his own 772» with a 7293? The y"'w
'\ 9yo "'van o states that only somebody who does not have
someone lighting at home for him may recite the 7572 of nwyw
o°01 upon seeing moun 11, This seems to imply that one who
does have somebody lighting for them at home should not
make the 7o>72. However, the 3 7o 1"van oo v"w states explicitly
that some say even one who has somebody lighting for him at
home should light with the m>1a2 because he is also obligated
to see the mun 71, The 7112 mwn recommends that one who
chooses to light on his own should either be sure to light
before his wife lights at home or have specific intention not to
fulfill his obligation with his wife's lighting at home.

. If one travels to a different time zone may he still fulfill

his obligation with the lighting of his wife at home? The
(2"n a"7 :X> 77 NAw) NkR now raises a question whether the mzn of
moun is an obligation incumbent upon each household (and one
who does not have candles lit in his household must light
wherever he is), or is an obligation upon each individual (and
all of the individuals in the home can fulfill the mz»n through
the lighting of the n°a7 %va). It would seem that if one were to
assume that the obligation is incumbent upon the household,
it is sufficient to have someone light for him at home. This
may be done even though it is not currently the time for
lighting at his present location. If, however, the obligation is
upon the individual, and those lighting for him at home are
acting as his m>w, he may not appoint a m%w to do something
that he himself is not able or obligated to do. He may
therefore not rely on the lighting done for him at home.
Furthermore, if we view it as an obligation of the individual,
since at the time that people are lighting for him he is not
obligated to light, their lighting does not relate to him.

The (""» 10 't pon) prx nman writes that one can argue that the
logic presented above is flawed. It is possible that even if the
person lighting for him at home is serving as a m%w, he may
still light for somebody in a different time zone. This can be
explained as follows: The reason that the proper time for
lighting is at night is that there would be no xo%1 »moo if one
were to light during the day because candles are not easily
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recognizable in broad day light (2"van 10 7). That being the
case, if the lighting occurs at a time when there is xo°1 07 in
the place of the lighting, the fact that the n»an %va is currently
in a place that it is daytime would not prevent him from
fulfilling the mx»n. However, the pny nmim points out, if the
husband is currently in a location where it is a different day
than his home he cannot fulfill the obligation with the lighting
of his wife because his current obligation is to light for today
not for the day that it is in the place of his home. This is
comparable to one asking a mhvw to do a specific task for him,
and the m>v does something else for him.

As a practical matter, it is probably best for the husband to
intend not to fulfill his obligation through the lighting of his
wife, and to light in his current location.

. Can one who is traveling have his children light for him,

or must he be careful to specifically have his wife light
for him? Many (2"»2 7" 7271 9X) opow explain that even though

our custom is to have every person in the house light a
separate 77, a married woman should not light for herself
because she is considered to be a single unit with her
husband (»> nwx). That being the case, it is possible to
suggest that %" only permitted a traveler to fulfill the mzn»
through the lighting of his wife, but not through the lighting
of other members of his household who are not considered to
be one with him. Indeed, the (1"po v"5p m°0) JPwa nson points
out that if one's wife is lighting for him she need not have
specific intention of including her husband in the lighting, but
if another member of the house is lighting for him they must
explicitly intend to include the nan%va in the lighting.

Parenthetically, I once heard my rebbe, Harav Herschel
Schachter x"v“>w say in the name of his rebbe %7 217 qor 291
o"yr p'vmvo that the entire application of the principle of nwx
v to moun 1 is very difficult. We never find this principle
being used in connection with doing nxn. After all we never
find that a woman can fulfill the mx»n of wvyp if she is in an
entirely different place than where the vyrp is being recited.
Why then should she fulfill the 1n of 7oun 11 when she
doesn't light and doesn't even see or hear her husband light?

Thiis article & others are available from our Torah Libeary ai hitp:iforah. bsrw.ong

Guests Lighting on Chanukah - Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz Page 5 of 7



J0I20 513
Wooowie:

i

For this reason, %"xr px1%0 21 had no objections to married
women lighting to fulfill the 7m0 1 a7,

IV. Somebody who is eating out of his house on one of the
nights of 7-un.

1. Where should one light when he goes with his entire

family to his parent's or in law's house for the night? -»
(@pra A" 7997 X022 7Ma "van) win and (290 1"i1p 992) o7x »n both say
that when someone goes with his entire family to somebody
else's home, even if he returns to his home during 7>un for short
periods of time, he should light where he is eating and sleeping.
Even though the obligation to light is limited to one's own home,
we view the place that he plans on staying for all of the days of
moun as his home (280 mny 217 720 7002 o). Furthermore, even one
who goes away for one day of noun should light that night in the
place he eats and sleeps n"97 wpIw AT 205w 2 77 K"°D HR*I23 Y01 V)
72°977 INIRD TAW DOw L0377 RIVT AR 2VY 23 AR L9010 000 ' 930 TN wha R
'02 K" 2" 72T DIAR LTOY RWITA 222 PR 191,002 aW ROPIw aw PRIl o0
1T 932 QW NPT YAPT 700 1 1 93% 90 Ok RPITT ORI 1OR - 1"'Op Y IR¥T "apva
(¥ ,mxnn.

. Where should somebody light when he goes to visit

friends or family for the evening but plans on sleeping at
home? (7 mx 7™ 100 2"n 7" 2™AR DMW) "8 o qwn 217 writes that

somebody who goes with his entire family to eat at another
person's house should either return home to light, or light before
he goes anywhere. If, however, it is extremely difficult for him to
get back home for lighting or to light before he leaves, he may
light in the place that he eats (‘7:x"> %8123 >yw1 290).

. Where should one light on nxw >xxw» when he goes away for

naw but plans on coming home on nzw sxxw? Although it is
clearly best for one to leave soon after naw and light at home 7w)
(™po X"am1 2"po ", Many opow permit him to light in the place that
he was for naw because as long as he has not yet left, it is still
considered to be his current residence '7 73773 R"™ P39 98123 Y01 POIY)
(R N7 NYT T,

. Where should somebody living in_a n2w _dormitory light?

The x"»n paskens that one who sleeps in one place and eats
somewhere else should light in the place that he eats. The muwn
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72 (as explained clearly by 274 1my 297 125 1902 RX"vhw qwow 277)
says that this is only true of one who eats and sleeps in
completely different buildings but not somebody who eats in one
room and sleeps in another. It would therefore seem that naw»
boys who eat all of their meals in a cafeteria should have a
special place set aside to light in the cafeteria.
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