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L. Introduction. Each year, the first sign of the joyous 21 01 season comes with the reading
of 0°opwn nwMs. The (0> A7 MWn WRY) Mwn states that if 978 w7 WK falls on naw (as it does this
year) we read 2°%pw nw1d on wn WM. If wn w1 falls during the week, we are obligated to
read 07pw nw1d on the preceding naw. This special reading is the first of a series of four
special readings that will be read over the next few weeks. In this essay, we will analyze the
reasons for the obligation to read o%pw nwn», discuss it’s origins, and explain why it is
specifically read on naw.

The reason to read 0°2pw nw1d.
A. When the w7pni n»a stood.
1. When we had the wipni n°2, each Jew was obligated to donate a half %pw to the
communal funds in order to pay for the communal sacrifices (M2°¢7 mMi27p). Starting
from 1071 w7 WX1 the communal offerings were only permitted to be purchased with
the newly collected funds (see 0°%pw 'on > .1 77 7" & M3). As such, it was crucial that
people be reminded one month in advance to contribute their portion in order that
there be sufficient funds to purchase the communal offerings.

2. 090 nooni nw. An additional reason to read o*%pw nwIs is offered by 21910 non
("2 7977 X" o). The ™90 noon explicitly states: “Why do they publicize the bringing
of the 2°%pw on 7R w1 wX1? Because God knew that yw1i 17 would come to weigh his
coins on the Jewish people, so we pre-empt his 2°%pw with our own o°9pw. As further
evidence to this connection Mmoo points out that the ten thousand talents of silver
used by 1171 correspond exactly to a half %pw for each of 600,000 Jews.

B. In our times. Nowadays we no longer have a w7p»71 n°2, nor do we have any obligation
to pay for the communal sacrifices. In light of this fact, it is important to try to
understand why we still read 2°%pw nwas. The (7"p Mmxn) Trnn 190 writes that although we
no longer have a w1pni n°a we still have the custom to commemorate the o°%pw through
reading o°?pw nw1» in shul each year. It remains unclear, however, if we read o°%pw nw»
to commemorate the mxn of giving the o°%pw or to commemorate the announcement to
remind people to bring the o'%pw to the wipna noa.

1. Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank (1 12°0 w7p "Xpn). (:03 77 72°w) 2"w1 explains that the nw-»o
0°%pwi was even read in the times of the w7pni n°2 as a reminder to people to bring
in their o"%pw. It would seem that nowadays when no such reminder is necessary,
we read 27w nw1d as a method of commemorating the original o°%pw nw1d NR™MP,
not as a way of commemorating the mx» to actually give the o"%pw.

2. w2%. The (x"o 7"57n 1m°0) w1a? writes that in general we commemorate n1¥» that
were performed in the w7pni n°a by reading the pertinent section in the 7min. The
most obvious example of this is the reading of the daily miap we do each
morning to substitute for the actual sacrifices that we are no longer able to offer.
The reading of o°%pw nwd is another example of this idea. Since we are no longer



able to give an actual %pwi nenn to the wpni N3, we read the section in the 77n
that deals with the %pwn n¥nn as a substitute. Thus, reading o°%pw nw7d is our
method of fulfilling the mx» of Ppwn n>xmn.

a. mMuwn A nrn ’pol. A possible practical ramification of this np1?nn about the
nature of 2°%pw nw1d NXR™MP is suggested by Rabbi Tuviah Freund '» pon annw® o)
(' mro. If we are merely commemorating the public announcement to bring the
9pwn n¥nn, it is possible that a child may read this nwao for us. After all, the
original public announcement was not intended to be x°x11 the listeners in any sort
of 7x™p 2rn. Our reading today that commemorates this announcement should
therefore also be valid when done by a child. If however, the ©12% is correct that
we read 2°9pw nwd as a fulfillment of the actual mxn of Ppwi noxnn, those who are
exempt from the mx»n should not be permitted to read the 7w"» for others.

b. Other possibilities about a child reading o*%pw nw1s. Responsa mn2w 1712 (7"1 11°0)
argues that even according to the v13% a child may read o*%pw nw» if he will become
m¥n 72 before 1921 n". He reasons that since the child will be obligated in
contributing to this year’s 0°%pw he is equally obligated to read the nw1d dealing
with the 0°%pw. Using a similar line of reasoning to arrive at a different conclusion,
Rav Moshe Shternbuch (7"% 12°0 " %1 @1mn o7m) suggests that anybody under the
age of twenty should not be eligible to read 2°>pw nw1n. He argues that since only
those from the age of twenty were obligated to contribute a 2pwi n°inn, only those
over the age of twenty should read the 7ws.

II. Is reading 0°pw N9 considered to be a Xn»7R7 M¥» or a 11277 My¥n? Initially, there doesn’t
seem to be much question that the mxn of reading 0°pw nw1» is only rabbinic in nature. This,
in fact, seems to be the general assumption of all major 2°po. There is a minority opinion,
however, that suggests reading o°%pw nw15 may also be 7707 1. (N2 7:7 .2 M372) noon lists
M2 NI as a AN A axep. The (aw m>n2) R"awn adds that 779 nwns 757 nwao, and “others
like them” are all required to be read 7107 . The (7"57n 12°0) 727 2% comments that when
the X"2w" speaks of “others like them” the reference is to o%pw nwns. The (2°ry nns) R"n
claims to have seen a manuscript of m372 non %y o> MoOIN where the same assertion is
made.

A. Explaining the opinion that it is xn» 7. It is very difficult to understand how
anybody can assume that 2%pw nw1o is Xn»MRTn. After all, there is certainly no
commandment in the 70 to actually read o°7pw nw1s. Perhaps we may suggest that
this approach assumes like the v12% that we cited earlier (that we read 27w as a
substitute for the actual 2pwn n°¥nn). The (M>372 nooN? 4"97 *572) 721 11°27 *71°0 suggest
that when we recite the 12797 770 in the morning, we are in fulfillment of our
biblical obligation to offer these miap. Perhaps, if 0°2pw nwo is a method of fulfilling
now v WD as the w122 suggested, the reading of the 7w is an actual fulfillment
of the Xn»MR7 Mx¥n to give the pwi n°¥nn. On a similar note, Rav Shlomo of Vilna cites
his brother Rav Betzalel of Vilna that we find an allusion to 2°2pw in our times in the
actual mwnp itself. The phrase "n>’mws1 %y 193%" is repeated twice within the few o109
that make up o%pw nwo. At first the 77N states that the giving of the %pwn noxmn is
"D>mwo1 Py 193%", and in the very next p09 the 71N says: "7 °19% 11212 HRAW °127 P



"o mwa1 7Y 193%. The first phrase refers to the actual %pwin n°xmn, while the second
alludes to the "131" of the %pwi n°xmn - the reading of the 7w1d - to serve as a 79> for
those points in history when we do not have a wpni n».

III. Conclusion. We have discussed the possible reasons for and origin of the mxn to read
Dopw nwIo. As with any mxn that can no longer be performed in its fullest sense without the
wpnn 02, the reading of o%pw nwIo carries with it a bittersweet message. On the one hand
we are thrilled to have the opportunity to perform nn» even in the absence of our wpni n»a.
On the other hand, the mxn serves as a sobering reminder of just how limited our fulfillment
of nxn is while we remain in m%:. May we soon be 7217 to see the public sacrifices that our
0opw have purchased with the 11°122 w7pni nn.



