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Which rooms require a Mezuzah (Part I) Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz

L.

IT1.

Introduction. In our previous essay we discussed the basic
background to the mx» of anm. We learned of the various
benefits that " noted are accrued by one who observes this
mxn. We discussed the relative value of anm when compared to
the mxn of P»sn, and we analyzed a comparison between the
mien of anm and nwx in the context of a discussion of what to
do when a anm falls on naw. Finally, we touched upon the
custom to kiss or touch the nmmn on the way in and out of a
room. In this essay we will begin to learn and analyze the
issues of which rooms require a anm and which are exempt
from having a mmm placed on their doorposts.

Dwelling places. The (:xp 77 xy¥»n x13) xwx discusses the
responsibilities of each party in a lease arrangement. The
owner must take care of basic structural necessities while the
renter must add safety features (apyn) and protect the home
from weather damage (¥ nx mua? arn ¥ mwyb). When it comes
to the responsibility of placing a nnm, though, the xm states
explicitly that he who lives in the house bears the
responsibility of placing a anm on it’'s doorpost (x°71 777 n2m anm).
A simple reading of this xm would indicate that one who does
not actually live in the house need not put a mezuzah on its
doorpost. Thus, if one has a summer home that he visits only
sporadically, but lives somewhere else, he would not need a
i on the doorpost of the summer home. Indeed, the x"avn,
cited by the (aw »n"2) nx2pn nvw states that the 77n only requires
a mm in a house that one both owns and lives in. If he only
lives in the house, but does not own it, the requirement of a
nmm is only rabbinic in nature. The x"av makes no mention of
any requirement (even only rabbinic) for a anm in @ home that
one owns but does not live in, clearly implying that such a
home does not require a nnm. (See our previous essay for a
discussion of the opinion of the H1bwx on this matter.)

A. Supporting the notion that the obligation is only when one
lives in the home.

1. The ('x p"o v »°0) o77ak 1 also seems to accept the
notion that one only places a anm on a home once
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he actually lives in the home. In discussing the
timing of the mz»n the om1ax 1 states that the only
reason a blessing is recited upon placing the nmm is
that one usually places the anm when he begins
living in the house. If, however, a person had put
up the nmmm prior to moving in, he would have to
recite a blessing (amm 12 ww n°22 172 1"3pR) a@s soon as
he moves in.

2. Furthermore, 2»x 72°py 21 also seems to assume that
when a home is left vacant it has no need for a
. In fact, ("7 2"o X¥1 @0 72wn nnoa 7"¥1) PR TPV 020
writes that when one leaves his house for an
extended period of time, he must recite a new 012
on the anm upon his return home because while he
was away there was no need for the house to have
a nnm. This would be so even if he were to leave
family members in the home while the homeowner
is away. The family members have no obligation to
have a amm on the house because they are similar
to tenants who are only rabbinically obligated after
thirty days.

a. The author of pawn -nnp, in his -ax nbm 9o
disagrees with the ruling of a»x napy »27. The
»ax nom1 points out that when family members
remain in the house, the house certainly
requires a nnm. After all even a tenant must
put a onm up after thirty days. Surely then,
family members who had been living there for
well over thirty days would also have a arn to
keep the 1nm on the house. The fact that while
the rest of the family (who are considered as
tenants) remains in the home the obligation is
only rabbinic, whereas when the homeowner
returns the obligation is biblical, is irrelevant.
We do not require a new n>12 on oM when a
house goes from a rabbinic obligation in anm to
a biblical one. We do not require a new >
when a tenant purchases the home that he had
been living in. Nor do we require a child who

. Thiis article & others are available from our Torah Libeary ai hitp:iforah. bsrw.ong
Which rooms require a Mezuzah (Part I) Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz Page 2 of 19



g

Wooowere \ )

placed a anm to make a new 1372 when he
becomes a mun 7. Irrespective of the particular
dispute between 2»x 72°py 21 and the »ax noma, it
would seem that both would agree that if
nobody were left in the home while the
homeowner were away, there would be no
obligation to leave a nmm on the home during
that time.

B. The (aw »"2) nx2pn qvw cites the jnnm w2y who rules that if
one owns ten homes, and does not live in any of them
consistently (but visits each of them annually), all of them
still require a anm. One may understand this comment of
1 a1 in multiple ways, each of which would place the
1 a0 at odds with a»x n20py »an:

1. The implication is that, unlike the x"av1 and omax n
the 1nn7 1°27 holds that one need not actually live in
a home in order to be responsible for putting a anm
on its doors. Indeed, pnx> PY N"W) WPOO AR PAXS 11°20
(X% 0 7" '} pon equates the view of the jnnm wan
with the view of the ao» pm1 that the owner of a
vacant rental property must keep a anm on its door
because, although he does not live there, he does
visit occasionally. In Rav Spector’s view, even the
X" (and the vw"x1) who do not require a anm in
this case, would not accept the ruling of n2py »a0
»r. They only exempt homes from a anm when
none of the homes are the owner’s primary
residence. When, however, a person only possesses
one home, there is no doubt that his only home is
obligated in a mmm both while he is living in it and
while he is traveling.

2. One may, however, suggest that jpn7 w2y would
not require a mmm on a home that he does not live
in at all. The case where he required a nmm was one
where the person owned and lived in multiple
homes. The fact that one cannot be counted on to
stay in any one of his homes from more than a
couple of months at a time does not remove its
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status as a home in which he lives. When an owner
does not live in a home at all, but hopes to rent it
to somebody else, 117 w21 would acknowledge that
there is no requirement to put up a anm.

ITI. Rules of doubt relating to amm. Before discussing specific
cases where a anm is required, it is important to realize that
many cases will leave us with some level of doubt about what
the 1o%1 requires of us. As such, it is imperative that we
develop a protocol of to follow in situations of doubt.

A. The Contradiction.

1. The ('x mx 10 10 o»n mR) T now writes that if one is
uncertain as to whether he had recited ynw nxp
already, he must recite vaw nx1p along with the
attendant mo1a. (Only if one is certain that he read
ynw nxp but is uncertain if he did so with the mo3,
is he exempt from reciting the n1»>13).

2. When it comes to other cases of doubt, though, the
MW o seems to contradict this ruling. If a person
is of ambiguous gender (ownw) there is a doubt
whether he is obligated in the mz»n of nxx. The 1w
(2 avo v ) 1w rules that he should not recite a
blessing on the mxn», as the 7371 is only rabbinic and
may be omitted in cases of doubt. (It should be
noted that according to Ashkenazic practice a no12
may certainly be recited, as even women who are
exempt from the min have the custom to recite the
7972 ON XN AT WY NNXR).

B. Resolving the Contradiction.

1. The ('x p"o 10 0) 71112 mwn cites earlier opow who
distinguish between cases where the doubt
revolves around whether the person is obligated at
all and cases where the person is certainly
obligated, but is unsure whether or not they had
fulfilled that obligation. In the former case, one
would not have to recite a no72 when performing the
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mxn. In the latter, such as the case of one who does
not recall whether or not he had recited y»w nx=p,
one must recite a moma.

2. The (ow) 772 mwn points out that a number of onwxA
reject this distinction. In their view one would
never recite a 71072 in a case of doubt about the mzn.
Perhaps ynw nxp is a lone exception to this rule
because the m>1a are part of the actual mx» and are
not considered to be a separate entity.

3. Regardless of which approach we accept, it should
be clear that the cases of doubt involving amm
should require one to place a gnm without a moma. If
we accept the second approach we had suggested,
all cases of doubt involving nmx»n do not warrant a
7072 (with the lone exception of vaw nxp), and
according to the second approach all cases of doubt
whether the obligation exists, such as the doubts
that arise with amm are exempt from a nona.

IV. Storage facilities. The ('x 79°vo 11 0 ") Tw >w rules that
cattle stables, chicken coups and rooms used to store wine
and oil require a nmm. The type of “storage facility” which
would require a nnm needs to be defined in a precise fashion.
We will discuss some of the issues that relate to the definition
of a storage facility and briefly outline some of the
parameters of this obligation:

A. On the surface, it seems that if one moves all of his
possessions into a new home, but has not begun living in
the home yet, the home should still require a amm due to
its usage as a facility that stores all of the person’s
belongings. However, upon further analysis, it seems that
one would not have to put up nyun in such a situation. A
storage facility only requires a nmm when its primary
purpose is to be used for storage. When, however, the
house is primarily used for living, but is simply not ready
yet for its primary purpose, it would not require a anm.

1. This suggestion may be proven from the following
sources:
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a. The (A w07 0) 7w now rules that a shul that
does not have a living quarter attached to it,
does not require a anm. One may have argued
that although nobody lives in the shul, it is still
used for the storage of all of the owmn om0
and chairs that are kept there. Why doesn’t the
shul require a anm like any other storage
facility. We must conclude that the fact that
items are stored in a particular place does not
automatically label the place as a storage
facility. Since the primary purpose of the shul
is to use it as a a7»sn opn, it cannot be called a
“storage facility” even if it is used to store
certain items.

b. The (x> 10 anm ma%7 mmn navp M) w"xy writes
that although a house without a roof does not
require a nanm, a gateway to a courtyard
requires a mmn even when there is no roof. The
reason for this distinction, the v"x~ explains, is
that a courtyard does not typically have a roof,
whereas a house certainly does normally have
a roof. Apparently, when %" determined that a
courtyard would require a anm, they did not
demand that it meet the standards required for
a house. The fact that it is generally used in a
different manner alters its criteria for the
requirement of a mmm. Similarly, the fact that a
house is generally used as a place to live, and
not a place to store items, allows the house to
be judged by the criteria set forth for a 77 M2
rather than the criteria set forth for a storage
facility.

2. Based on this approach we may answer the
following questions that were posed by the opon:

a. As we have mentioned previously, X 72°py "2
had suggested that while one is away from his
home (on a vacation or the like) the home is
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exempt from having a anm. As such, upon
returning from the trip, the homeowner should
be required to recite a new 1>72 on the mmm in
his house, as a new obligation has begun upon
his return. The author of 72wn °nno, in his =90
»1x nom questioned the novel ruling of n2py "1
R by suggesting that even when one is not
home, his house should still require a nmm by
virtue of the fact that it is being used to store
all of the person’s belongings. Based on what
we have suggested, though, the storage
function of a place that is used primarily as a
residence should not suffice to make the house
require a nmm.

b. As we will discuss in a future essay, the j»w
(" 7vo w1 o) M rules that stores do not
require mmm. The (" p"o ow) nawn nno cites the oo
mwpn 7 who wonders why stores should not
require a mnm by virtue of the fact that the
items one sells remain “in storage” at the
store. After all, isn’t the store considered a
“storage facility” in certain respects? Based on
the approach we had suggested, we can easily
answer this question. The defining criteria for a
store or a a7 are vastly different than for a
storage facility. Because the store is not used
primarily for storage, the fact that it does in
fact store certain items does not alter its very
identity as a store, and not a storage facility.

B. 12n7_nv2y zxwa n2. The (X 77 xmr) X records a dispute
whether rooms used to store grain, cattle, or wood require
a mm or not. M ' maintains that only if women use such
rooms to adorn themselves in perfumes and jewelry, the
rooms are obligated to have a nmm, while x170 1 rules that
regardless of whether women use these rooms to adorn
themselves they require a anm. The onwxy debate how to
rule in this npomn:

. Thiis article & others are available from our Torah Libeary ai hitp:iforah. bsrw.ong
Which rooms require a Mezuzah (Part I) Rabbi Aryeh Lebowitz Page 7 of 19



g

Wooowere \ )

1. The (w m0) wv"x1 and the "™ rule in accordance with
X170 21 that these rooms require a nmmn regardless of
whether women use them to adorn themselves.

2. The (1 a9%7 Y poo anme mdYa) o"amn rules in accordance
with 7m7 5 that only if the room is used by a
woman to adorn herself (or any similar “living type”
of usage) does it require a nnm.

a. The (ow) mwn qo> explains the root of the dispute
between the o"a»1 and the v"x1 revolves around
how to understand the introductory phrase in
the xwx “am 7 mop w0 21 an” (PRav Kahana
taught this in front of Rav Yehuda”). In the
o"am’s view this phrase indicates that xin a0
was a student of 7m7 27 which would lead us to
the conclusion that we follow the opinion of 21
" because 277 opna Trbna 1990 PR — we do not
rule like a student over his own rebbe. (See
197 Tk oo v who explains that although
we have a seemingly competing concept of
’X7N20 RNo7n — we always rule in accordance with
the later authority, when the student
expressed his opinion to the rebbe and the
rebbe still did not accept it, we rule in
accordance with the more authoritative opinion
of the -2 rather than the later opinion of the
student.) In the view of the w"sn and 3"
apparently x17> 21 was not a student of nm an.
In fact he was a student of 27 as is well
documented in the (xnp x22) X3, In the instance
recorded in this x3, X175 27 happened to have
been speaking in front of ama ', but that is no
indication that 7.7 '~ was his rebbe.

3. 13%3. The (2 7vo w1 0 ") 7w e clearly rules in
accordance with the w"xn (and x> 27) that such
rooms require a anm even if not used by women for
adornment. The ('x p"o) "7 X2 explains that in fact
a7 '1's view seems to be rejected at the conclusion
of the x 3, thus leading the 7w 1w to the obvious
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ruling that x175 27's view is accepted. In fact, it is
somewhat troubling that the a"amn ruled like 7m0 ™
in light of the fact that his view was rejected. The
w7y, though, points out that according to our
text of the 7", he in fact agrees with the o"ann. This
should not be surprising because the o"ann generally
follows all of the rulings of the q"™1. It is reasonable
to assume that the o"a»n had the same text in the
7" as we have, and not the text that the Aqov ma
qguotes which sides with the w"xn. In light of this
revelation, the (v 7°vo) 2wn v points out that the
MW ow probably would have ruled like the o"amn
had he been aware of the proper text of the 7". As
such, while we cannot ignore the actual ruling of
the 7w m>w and must affix a amm to a storage
room, we should avoid reciting a 7572 when doing
so in deference to the opinion of the 2"i» and
probable opinion of the 7", Nevertheless, the Tw
s points out that the common custom is to put
up a mmm on such a room with a 7oma.

a. Although, on the surface the opinion of the
o"am1 seems top be a leniency there is one case
where ruling in accordance with the a"a»n may
turn out to be a stringency. The n%1) nnw K
(T 7297 Y poo min was asked about an apartment
building that is owned by a Jew and a majority
of the residents are Jews. The hallway of the
building is also used to store certain items for
the benefit of the residents of the building.
Generally speaking rooms that are jointly
owned by Jews and non-Jews are exempt from
mm. A gateway into a home, while not
obligated in amm as a room that one lives in n»2)
(777 requires a anm on account of the home
that it leads into. Thus, in the view of the oW
v that a storage facility where women do not
adorn themselves is generally considered a
room that is obligated in anm, this hallway
would be exempt because it is jointly owned by
Jews and non-Jews alike. In the view of the
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o"an, however, this area would not have the
status of a “room” that requires a nm and
would instead be viewed as a gateway to a
home. As such, the fact that it also serves as a
gateway to the homes of non-Jews is
irrelevant, so long as its primary usage is as a
gateway to Jewish homes. In this unique case
therefore, the o"ann would require a anm while
the 7w m>w would not require a mnm to be
affixed to the doorpost.

b. The issue of whether an area is considered a
residence or not has ramification beyond nma%n
mm. The no%7 demands that anybody who has a
roof of an area that is used as a residence
must place a fence around the roof so that
people would not fall and injure themselves.
Interestingly, in the context of the laws of apyn
the ('x 7°vo 120 M0 vown W) MW W rules that a
roof of a place used for storage purposes does
not require a nmm. It is somewhat puzzling that
the y"w rules a storage facility to be enough of
a living quarter to require a nmm, but not
enough of a living quarter to require a npyn.
The (2 p"o ow »™n) ¥"'ao suggests that the
distinction is as follows: Since it is unusual for
one to use the roof of a storage facility, the
y"w was not concerned with the danger
inherent in the occasional visit to the roof of
the facility. A omm on the other hand is not
there for physical protection, but to remind a
person of God’s presence, and is therefore
appropriate in spite of the infrequency of its
usage.

4. Practical application. It would seem that the
difference between w1 > maxk and jam oxya n2 is in
how frequently one enters the respective facilities.

a. In the case of storage of wine and oil it seems
that it would be fairly common for one to go
fetch extra wine or oil from storage in middle
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of a meal. It is the modern day equivalent of a
walk-in pantry or attached garage that is used
for storage of everyday items. Thus, such
pantries and garages certainly require a nmm
and a 1o>a should be recited upon affixing the
m. It should be noted that an attached
garage through which a person enters his
home may require a mmn for a different reason
entirely — because it is a =wv na - a gateway
into the home ("»7n 120 X"n MxIM M2wn "W Poy).
Similarly, a walk in closet that is used for
storage may fall in this category and require a
mn (provided that it is 4 by 4 nmx - see,
however, %17 *1an according to whom it would
require a nnm even if less than 4 by 4. We will
discuss this in greater detail in an upcoming
essay).

b. On the other hand, j1anm o°xvi n'2 seems to refer
to places that one does not enter as a matter
of course. It would seem to be the equivalent
of a detached garage or a storage shed that
has a door. Such facilities obligation in a anm is
subject to a w"sm o"a» npnn and we are
generally stringent in requiring a nmm in such
places. Whether or not a 7> is to be recited
upon affixing the anm is a matter of dispute as
the >wn 9w has pointed out, with the
prevalent custom being to recite a no1a2. (See
9 1°0 Mo "2 i awn X2 n"w who requires a nnm on
a garage that is on the same property as one’s
home, provided that it is used for storage of
items other than just a car.) Rabbi Mordechai
Willig has confirmed that the same would be
true of a long- term storage facility, where one
rents a storage room for an extended period of
time. It should be noted, though, that before
putting up a anm one must be certain that the
custodians of the facility would not remove the
mn, as this would lead to a desecration of the
sanctity of the nmm which cannot be tolerated.
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V. Porches, decks and patios.

A. Background. The ('x 7°yo w1 m0) Mw nnw writes that the
gateways to courtyards and cities require a anm. Clearly, a
131 need not have a roof in order to require a nmn because
the normal usage of a -xn is without a roof. The exact
reason that a 1zn requires a anm is the subject of a dispute
amongst the onwxa. As we will see, this dispute has
practical ramifications.

1. The opinion of ("7 "o vo1 10 1"va 7™7) 2" nn. The "n
understands that a -xn is part of a person’s
residence and is therefore considered to be a room
within the home. Unlike other rooms that are used
for normal living and therefore require a roof to be
considered a room, a -xn is used for fresh air and
other outdoor enjoyments, and is therefore
considered a legitimate room requiring a anm even
when it does not have a roof. The 5"1an concludes
that if the courtyard is completely enclosed and its
only outlet is into the house, one should put the
mm on the right side going from the house to the
courtyard (regardless of which way the door swings
open). If the 1xn has an outlet to other areas (i.e.
the street) which side of the doorpost would require
a mmn depends totally on the direction in which the
door swings open (the room that it swings open
into, is considered the “inside”).

2. The opinion of ('n 73%1 " 7o) 0"am1. The o"ann explains
that courtyards only require a mmn because houses
that require a nnm open up into these courtyards.
Thus, in the 1o"an7's view courtyards are not
considered rooms in their own right. They only
require a oM on account of their usage for the
home to which they are attached. It would seem
obvious that according to the o"ann the anm between
a house and a courtyard should always be placed
on the right side entering into the home as the
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courtyard is considered a mere entranceway into
the home and not a room in its own right.

a. The (aow o 7"v n"w) 7m »128 points out that the
o"amn assumes that a courtyard cannot be
considered a “dwelling place” in its own right,
just as the o"a»n maintains that a storage
house of grains and wood is not considered a
“dwelling place” and is exempt from anm. The
5"197m on the other hand, probably assumes like
the opinion cited in 7w 179w that storage places
also require a anm even though one does not
technically “live” in them. Apparently,
according to the %™ gn the definition of a nna"
"717 is expanded beyond places where a
person actually lives.

b. Rav Moshe Feinstein (xop 120 X"n 7"y 7wn MR n™w)
suggests an explanation of the o"ann that would
not put him at odds with the %"™aan. Rav
Feinstein suggests that even the a"ann would
agree that a doorway between a house and a
completely enclosed -xn would require a anm on
the right side going into the -3n. The a"am
views the -@n as a room of the house just as
the 5"-nn does. That which the a"ann writes that
the 1xn is only obligated in a anm on account of
the house, only means to say that if the -xn
were not attached to a house its usage would
not be considered the usage of a “dwelling
place”. Only because it is attached to the
house is it used in a way that it may be
considered a room like any other that one lives
in.

B. Halacha of porches, decks and patios. There are major
halachic ramifications to how one understands the o"an"'s

view and whether or not we accept the opinion of the
5", If @ person has a completely enclosed porch, deck or
patio that only opens to the house (as is common in
apartments) according to the %" n» and Rav Feinstein’s
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understanding of the a"a», the nnm should go on the right
side going out to the patio. According to the - -1ax’s
understanding of the o"a»n, though, it would go on the right
side going into the house. The opow debate how to rule in
this case:

1. The ('m:7> oan> mawn) wr nm writes that even if the
porch is four by four nmx the mmm should be placed
on the right side entering the house. This is true of
a completely enclosed porch and would certainly be
true of a porch that opens into a street. Apparently
the wvx nm assumes the a1 1ax’s analysis of the o"amn
to be correct and rules in accordance with the o"am
against the 5" .

2. Based on Rav Moshe Feinstein’s approach to
understanding the 1o"a»mn, there is no debate
between the o"a»n and the %" nn. Thus, all would
agree to place the nmm on the right side going out
to the enclosed porch. If the porch has an outlet to
the street the house and the porch would be
considered like any other two rooms that open to
each other in which case we follow a standard set
of criteria (to be discussed in future essays - an
7% 27 ,waawn Wy ) to determine which side the
M goes on.

C. Staircases. The (1 7°yo 11 10) MW >w rules that a porch

that leads to a staircase that goes to a second floor
requires a onm if a house opens up into the porch. If no
house opens up into the porch, the y"w cites two opinions
as to whether it requires a nmm. The (° p"o ow) 7"v writes
that the opinion that requires a mmm in this case only does
so on a rabbinic level. Certainly the porch is biblically
exempt from having a nmm. This discussion has practical
ramifications when it comes to staircases:

1. If a door leads to a staircase the (7mn ny7) o"wonn
rules that staircases can frequently be considered a
wall rather than a room. If the incline of the stairs
is such that one goes ten onovw high in a span of
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four oomov of width, the staircase is considered a
wall and does not need a anm. In most cases the
staircases are not nearly this steep and would
therefore require a anm if they lead to a room. If a
door leads to a staircase that has another door on
top (with no platform of four by four nnx) and the
door at top of the staircase leads to another room
one should not recite a no12 on the anm placed on
the bottom door unless he also plans on putting a
o on the top door at the same time. If there is
only one door at the top of the staircase and the
stairs lead directly into a room at the bottom, one
should place a anm on the doorway at top of the
staircase.

2. When approached with the question of requiring a
mmm for an elevator or for a room that leads to the
elevators, one is tempted to make the comparison
between an elevator and a staircase, because they
both take a person up and down. However, Rav
Shlomo Zalman Auerbach nx'p 1m°0 X°1n 75w nnan n"w)
(‘n ruled that neither the doorway of the room to
the elevators nor the elevator itself requires a anm.
The elevator does not require a nnm because in
spite of its size (which may be four by four nmx in
some cases) it is not considered to be a room
because it is constantly in motion (and is not
stationary like a staircase). Rav Auerbach compares
the elevator to a horse that awaits a person when
he needs it to take him somewhere. The carriage
attached to the horse certainly does not require a
mm because it is not a stationary location. It
follows, that the room leading into the elevators
should also not require a anm as it only has an
outlet to an empty elevator shaft (when the
elevator is not there), and not to a legitimate
staircase. Nevertheless, Rav Auerbach suggests
placing a anm on the door of the room that leads to
the elevators without reciting a o722 because
practically people enter and leave their homes most
frequently through that room.
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VI.

Disrespectful places.

A. Places where people are frequently unclothed. It is

generally considered disrespectful to have a inm on a room
that people are frequently undressed. Thus, we do not lace
a 7 on a bathroom or shower room regardless of their
size. The n"a had suggested that since women are
frequently undressed (and even bathe) in bedrooms it one
should refrain from placing a anm on the bedroom. In fact,
the n"a writes, the (formerly) prevalent custom to only
place one anm on the front door of the house and to leave
the other rooms without a nmm is based on this concern.
The 7w w, however, rejects this view. The special
exemption of rooms where people stand undressed only
applies if the primary usage of the room is to bathe. If,
however, it is a normal bedroom, although people may
sometimes be undressed in the room (either changing or
having nven wnwn) the room would still require a anm.
Ideally, the x"»n writes, the gnm should be placed in such a
way that it remains on the other side of the door when it is
closed.

1. Covering a amm during mv»a waewn. On the surface
it seems obvious that if even standing undressed in
a room is considered disrespectful to the nm,
having nvnn wnwn in the room is even more
disrespectful. The opow debate how to go about
having nwan wnwn in @ normal bedroom with a anm.

a. The (‘v p"o) 7"w concludes that our bedroom niimn
should be covered so that the nwan wnwn should
not be considered a disrespectful thing to do in
the room. The (7 7°yo0 197 °0) wn M cites the
ruling of the omax 1an that in order to have wnwn
nunan in @ room that has a amm one must cover
the nmm with a double covering (*%> 7 *%2), and
one of the coverings must be something that
the nmm is not normally covered with. Unlike a
bathroom, which is exempt from a mm because
people stand there undressed, the bedroom is
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not exempt because it is not an objectively
unclean place. One only does disrespectful and
unclean activities there on occasion x p"o 7"v)
(272 "7 9Pvo WM 1an .

b. The jn»wn 1y himself, however, disagrees with
this ruling. After all, the xa tells us explicitly
of a requirement to put a double covering over
P»on and o190 (which may only sometimes be
in the same room as people having wn»wn), but
didnt mention a word about such a
requirement for a amm (which is always on the
doorpost of the room). To conclude from this
that bedrooms do not require a anm would also
be erroneous because of all of the places that
the x 1 discusses are exempt from nanm, it
never says that a room where a man and his
wife sleep is exempt. We must conclude that
the same 770 which requires us to have a nmm,
also requires us to fulfill the mx»n of 127 Mo.
Since it is required to have a anm on a
bedroom, and it is normal to have vnwn in the
bedroom, the nmn must allow v»wn in the same
room as the nmm. P»sn on the other hand can
just as easily be removed from the room, and
are not typically left in the room so we have no
basis in concluding that the 7mn allows wnwn
monn in front of 9an.

B. Jails. The opow debate whether or not a jail cell requires a
mm.

1. The commentator to the 7w 1w, %7 3, suggests
that jails should not require a nmm because it is not
a respectable living quarter (ma> n71). To support
this ruling he points to a comment of the 77 x»v) X3
(> where the xx discusses why the chamber where
the 5173 11> would live for one week prior to ooon ov
required a nmm. The &y notes that even if
technically exempt from a nmn (because he is
forced to live there - 7377 7w RS an1o %va 1) the
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rabbis decreed that one should be placed there
because we don’'t want it to appear “as if he is in
jail”. The implication of the xs is that if he indeed
were in jail he would not require a anm.

2. The (2 mx 11 »°0) A0 °>12 argues that one can only
label something as not being a respectable living
place (ma> n7) if the room smells or one behaves
there in a manner not fitting the sanctity of a anm
(bathing etc.). A jail cell, on the other hand, can be
treated with dignity and is therefore not subject to
the exemption of 725 n7. The comment of the xm
(ow xn1) that if the %713 370 did not have a nmmn people
would assume he is in a jail, assumes the opinion
that a forced living quarter is not halachically
considered to be a living quarter. We, however,
rule in accordance with the dissenting view of the
1271 in that xm who maintain that even a forced
living quarter (am1> %va 777) is considered to be a
living quarter and is therefore obligated in nmm.

a. The nov »>m2 adds, though, that there may be
another reason to exempt jail cells from having
a 1mm. The 73%1 is that any place not meant for
permanent living, even if one stays for more
than 30 days, is not obligated in a anm. For
instance, if one stays on a boat for two months
he still does not require a nnm because people
typically do not plan on living on a boat. It
could be argued that the same applies to a jail
cell where people are only going to be there for
a limited amount of time. It is possible that
when the ao» 572 wrote this he assumed that
there were no life sentences in the prison
system. Perhaps now that inmates are often
incarcerated for life the jail will have the status
of a more permanent dwelling. However, the
logic of this approach may apply to a hospital
or a dormitory in a school where it is not made
to house people on a permanent basis, only to
provide room and board as long as their
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services are needed. It seems difficult, though,
to rely on this point of view to determine the
o9,

C. Maid’s rooms. The (‘1:197) 1mwn 7w rules that if one has a

room in their house set aside for a non-Jewish maid, since
it is still a part of the person’s home, the room requires a
mm. One could argue that the room is provided in
exchange for the work that the person is doing for you. If
so, it is similar to a typical rental agreement where the
non-Jew pays to live in the apartment and the landlord
does not have to put a 7nm on the door. However, Rabbi
Avi Lebowitz suggests that there is room to distinguish
between situations where room and board are provided
and a typical rental. The maid is not working to pay for the
room and board. Once she is in the house working for her
salary, it becomes the homeowner’s responsibility to
provide room and board. In this way, the maid’s room may
be more similar to a guest room than to a rental
agreement. As such it may require a nmm. If this logic is
correct the same can be argued about a Jewish owned
hospital where non-Jews are staying. The rooms are not
“rented” to the non-Jews. They are being cared for in the
hospital, and so long as they are there the hospital must
provide them with room and board. This may also apply to
yeshiva dormitories where the students aren’t paying for
room and board, but for their education, and the yeshiva is
obligated to provide room and board. As such, it would be
the administration’s responsibility, and not he student’s, to
put mnm on each dorm room. If it were a secular college
dorm room there would be no obligation upon either party
to place a anm on the doorpost.
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